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St. Anthony Says . . . 
“Note that fire has four natures: it burns, it 
cleanses, it warms, it gives light.  Similarly, the 
Holy Spirit burns away sins, cleanses hearts, 
shakes off sloth and enlightens ignorance.  Fire 
is by nature incorporeal and invisible, but when it 
takes on a bodily form it appears in various 
colors, according to the material in which it is 
burning.  In the same way, the Holy Spirit cannot 
be seen except through the creatures in which 
he operates.”  
 

Fraternity Schedule 
SEPTEMBER 
6 – LABOR DAY 
13 – GRANDPARENT’S DAY 
19 - DAY OF REFLECTION, 2:00, FRH, PL 
        2:00pm Welcome - Steve No Zoom  
        2:15pm Opening Prayer – Mary Ann 
        2:30pm Speaker – Helen & Mary  
.               “A Spiritual Inventory” 
                 Private Reflection/Discussion 
        4:45pm Vespers – Mary 
 
OCTOBER   
3 – TRANSITUS OF ST. FRANCIS 
4 – FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
10 – COUNCIL MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PL 
17 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE  
        Prayer – Paula 
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 32) –  
        Treats – Wendy 
29-31 – OFS WEEKEND RETREAT, FRH, PL 
          Retreat Master – Fr. Paul Schloemer, OFM Conv. 
 
NOVEMBER 
1 – ALL SAINTS 
11 – FRANCISCAN AWARD DINNER, 6:00pm,  
           The Wilds Golf Club, Prior Lake 
           Awardee is Bolder Options 
21 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PL Christ the King 
        Prayer –  Amy  
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 33) – Peter 
        Treats – Paula 
25 - THANKSGIVING DAY 
         
 

Franciscan of the Month              
On September 27 we remember Mother 
Theresa Hackelmeier (1827-1860).  Born in 
Europe, she entered a convent in Vienna, 
Austria in her early teens.  Nine years later she 
traveled to Oldenburg, Indiana to start a new 
community of sisters, working with Father 
Ambrose Buchmaier, a Franciscan missionary.  
At her death in 1860, forty sisters were in her 
Oldenburg convent.  Today the Franciscan 
Sisters of Oldenburg are engaged in teaching, 
hospital work and pastoral ministry.  They also 
work among the Crow Native Americans in 
Montana and the people of Papua, New Guinea.    

    In  loving memory of  
  Sylvia Verkuilen OFS 
      June 18, 1938 – Aug. 18, 2021  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sylvia was a cheerful and active participant at 
our August fraternity meeting. She died suddenly 
from a fall the following Wednesday. We will 
miss her dearly but rejoice that she is now in her 
heavenly home, reunited with her husband Bill, 
in the arms of her Creator.  Mary Higgins, OFS 
                                                                                                
Endings and Beginnings 
are very much a part of September.  Summer 
ends, Fall begins.  Vacation ends, school begins.  
Days grow shorter and chillier.  Times like this 
help us to remember the passing nature of all 
worldly things.  We Franciscans are focused 
instead on the eternal truths of our faith and the 
lasting examples of Francis and Clare.  This 
month, reflect on what changes and what stays 
the same.             Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 



 

 
   

  
       
 

      Drought - Severe storms – Wildfires - Rising sea levels - Heat waves 
Sound familiar? 
 
Principle of Catholic Social Teaching: 
Care for Creation - The goods of this world are meant to be 
shared by all.  We are called to respect and take care of our 
Earth, including preserving the Earth for the future. 
Pope Francis has declared September 1 as a World Day of Prayer for 
Creation, and Sept. 1-October 4, the Feast Day of St. Francis, has 
been designated the Season of Creation, with a special focus on caring 
for the earth. As faithful Catholics, we have a moral obligation to care 
for both Creation and the poor. It is truly a daunting problem,  and 
we can feel too small to make a difference. But there are things we can 
all do: 
 
ACT (some simple reminders) 
• Unplug your cell phone, ipad and other electronice devices as soon as they are charged.  
• Replace incandescent light bulbs with energy-efficient bulbs.  
•Turn off lights and appliances when you leave a room. 
• Turn off water when shaving or brushing your teeth and take shorter showers. 
•. Consolidate errands. 
• Use biodegradable soap, shampoos. 
• Reduce use of disposable products by using reusable containers; if you must buy disposable, buy paper or 
glass products instead of plastic.  
• Bring reusable cloth bags when shopping instead of disposable plastic bags.  
• Buy local, and/or organic food, and purchase recycled products whenever possible. 
• Plant a garden and start a compost pile. 
• Eat less meat: the UN concludes that “the livestock sector emerges as one of the top two or three most 
significant contributors to the most serious environmental problems,” including climate change 
• Dry your clothes outdoors or on racks indoors when possible and use the dryer less. 
• Reflect on ways to simplify your life:  What are my needs vs. wants? How might I reduce the amount of 
resources I consume? 
 
LEARN: 
• Learn about Catholic Social Teaching on the environment and share the good news that Catholics are called 
to care for creation and the poor, to seek the common good and to respect all life. Visit this website: 
https://www.laudatosi.org/ for more information. 
 
 PRAY: 
• for all: that we might see Creation as a gift to be cherished, protected and shared with all rather than a 
commodity to be consumed by a few.  
• for the poor: that our hearts be opened to their plight, that their dignity be upheld, and that we advocate on 
their behalf so that they can have the basic necessities of life. 
 
Mary Higgins, OFS  Secretary and Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation 
 

Keeping in touch... 


